
INTEREST BADGE 

Brownie Space Badge 
4. Make a model space station from recycled material

Tags (Interest Badge, Space, recycled materials, craft) 

45 
mins 

Materials Needed 

 Scrap materials:
for example:

 Crisp tubes
 Aluminium foil pans
 Skewers or straws
 Soft drink cans
 Cereal boxes
 Tape or glue
 scissors

Activity Type 

Unit

Aim of Badge 
To understand our place in space. 
This Badge has 6 options of which 4 must be completed. 

Introduction 
The International Space Station (ISS) is an orbiting laboratory that has 
been continuously occupied since November 2000. It was built by 15 
different countries working together. 

Instructions 
Discuss with the Brownies what is needed for people to live in space – 
they need a place that has its own air, water recycling, with a source 
of energy and with airlocks to allow astronauts in and out. There 
should be radio antenna to allow communication, and a window to let 
the astronauts look out! 
Show the Brownies the pictures of the ISS. 
Each six can build their own version of the International Space Station 
or each six can make one part of a bigger ISS (e.g. Fairies create the 
airlock, Leprechauns create the solar panels, Gnomes create the living 
modules, Elves create the Canadarm2…) 
Use foil to model the solar panels, tubes to model the living quarters 
and laboratories, lolly sticks could make the Canadarm2 etc. 

Sixes will need teamwork to work together to build the parts and 
teamwork between sixes will be needed to make sure the parts fit! 

Acknowledgement/Source 
Space Week Ireland: http://www.spaceweek.ie/wp-
content/uploads/2020/03/Make-a-Space-Station.pdf 

Attachments/Template needed for activity? 

Images of the ISS: 
https://www.esa.int/ESA_Multimedia/Images/2014/12/ISS 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/04/International
_Space_Station_after_undocking_of_STS-132.jpg 

Journey Link: 

http://www.spaceweek.ie/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Make-a-Space-Station.pdf
http://www.spaceweek.ie/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Make-a-Space-Station.pdf


The International Space Station, photographed by ESA astronaut Paolo Nespoli following the 
undockingof his Soyuz-TMA on 23 May 2011.
copyright ESA/NASA, CC BY-SA 3.0 IGO

https://www.esa.int/
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Have you ever seen the International Space Station? 
Start collecting items like foil, drink containers, 
cardboard tubes and straws or skewers to make 
your very own model. 

The astronauts live and work in the middle sections, 
surrounded by solar panels and radiators.  

Design your own 
Space Station 
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